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INTRODUCTION 


Until the arrival of the railroad the first week of March, 
1882, there were no white settlers in this area, The very first 
in this immediate vicinity was Ceorge F. Work, for whom Work 
Street in Otis is named. He homesteaded the quarter section 
half a mile north of Otis on the east side of the Sterling high- 
wayo His nearest neighbors were Lewis and laura Wing who home= 
steaded the quarter section immediately east of Hyde; Lewis 
later died, and in time Laura opened a bakery in Hyde. They 
began to receive some few neighbors in 188), but development 
of the area essentially had to wait for a Presidential order. 


It was the era of the open range cattle industry, the era of 
the cattle baron and the cowboy, and the cattle barons laid claim 
to every inch of the public domain, Settlers entered the public 
domain at their own peril, often having to cut through fence the 
cattle barons had illegally placed upon the territory each baron 
claimed. While potential settlers had the law on their Side, the 
law on the range came out of the end of a six-shooter revolver. 
That changed in August, 1885 when U. S. President Grover Cleveland 
issued an executive order, ordering the U. S. Army to assist the 
U. S. Land Office in removing illegal fence and in throwing out 
fraudulent land claims the cattle barons had their. cowboys file. 


The result was immediate and dramatic. In 1885 about 20 men 
voted in a precinct which began just east of Yuma and ran about 7 
miles west of Akron; by 1886 that had been divided into precincts 
centered on Yuma, Hyde and Akron-~and over 150 men voted in the 
Akron precinct alone, 


Apparently from the very beginning the railroad had a siding 
in this location, and that siding was known as "Otis," Why that 
name was chosen is totally unknown. In later years there was so 
mich fascination with a myth that the community was named for Dr, 
William Do. Otis that by the time anyone realized Dr. Otis had 
never been west of Ohio until 5 years after this community had 
been named, averyone who might have known the real reason for 
the choice of the Otis name was long since dead, 


People began to arrive in the Otis vicinity in the fall of 
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1885. Toward the end of that year, a petition was submitted 
to the U. S. Post Office asking creation of a post office 

here, stating that although there was no town, one was planned 
and that the post office would serve about 30 families. That was 
possibly a very charitable estimation of the area's population 
at that moment, or may have relied on a count of everyones west 
of Hyde to just east of Akron. In January, 1886 a post office 
was established and mail was hauled to Otis from Hyde because 
the railroad had no depot in Otis, nor did it have a well. The 
first postmaster was Erastus Orren Seeley who later would de- 
velop the Railroad Addition, but whose grocery store and post 
office sat at 101 E. lst at the corner of four sections. By 
May, 1886 Otis already had a feed and seed store which also 
doubléd as the First Bank of Otis run by James Pruyn and Elmer 
Sims, a jewelry and watch repair operated by George Cameron, 
and a newspaper, the Otis Enterprise, edited by 25 year old 
Bartan Harlaw. All those businesses were on what became Work 
Street, and all those men originally were from Hastings, Ne-~ 
braska, 


Land for the Otis cemetery was dedicated by James Hervey 
Stewart from his homestead quartter section in 1888. for the burial 
of Raymond Ross Middlecoff. However, there is reason to believes 
the hillside had been used for burials from a very early date, 
although no tombstones show any earlier burials. (The tombstone 
of little Bertie Smith shows he died in 1875; however, Bertie was 
reburied here, and, indeed, his parents were among the arrivals 
in 1885.) Early graves typically were marked with wooden crosses, 
and any numberof prairie grass fires would have destroyed those 
crosses. A cemetery association was formed within days of the 
land dedication, but when the community collapsed and almost died 
in the late 1890's, whoever had charge of the cemetery records 
either destroyed them or took the records with him. Today's 
cemetery association and board were formed many years later and 
recreated such records as they could. It is rare, but not uncom= 
mon, for the sexton to be digging a grava only to discover bones 
already in that location from a much earlier burial, Some unmarked 
graves can be identified by sinking soil or the change in vegetation 
where the original prairie sod has been disturbed, but not all 
unmarked graves can be identified at all--until someone digs into 
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those graves, In some cases, cemetery records give the identity 
of the occupants of unmarked graves; in other cases, they shall 
forever remain unknown. The research involved in producing this 
little booklet has revealed the possible identity of three un- 
marked graves, | 


An oddity about the Otis cemetery becomes much more obvious 
if one is standing in the cemetery. The graves of early country 
veople are rather pronouncedly separate from the graves of early 
townspeople. Indeed, there are precious few early country people 
buried in the Otis cemetery, perhaps not so much an indication 
that they enjoyed better health and longer lives than their towns- 
people counterparts, but more likely revealing country people buried 
their dead in family plots in the country, many of which have — 
since vanished. There is no known explanation for why there is 
such a distinction in the Otis cemetery, Possibly prices for 
burial plots varied significantly by their location, or maybe 
the country people just preferred a bit more separation than did 
the townspeople, For whatever reason, the townspeople are clustered 
around the top of the hill with the country people somewhat farther 
away=-~in one case, quite a distance farther away, and ironically 
involving the infant daughter of a couple well associated with the 
town o 


Whether town or country, very few of the early pioneers are 
buried in the Otis cemetery. A severe drought struck the country 
in 1889 and 1890 and returned again in 1893 and 189; 1895 promised 
to be a good crop year=-until the grasshoppers came, seating every 
bit of vegetation around. Two-thirds of the population in the. 
Otis area moved away; the grasshoppers did not get to Akron which 
saw only a quarter of its population move out. Those who remained © 
turned from farming to ranching, and the country long remained pen _ 
cattle range. As late as 1910, there were still round-ups in this 
arsae 


The graves salected for discussion in the coming material do 
not represent all the pioneers buried in the Otis cemetery, a task 
which should be undertaken someday. Essentially those graves to 


be discussed are of people who were buried here up to around the 
turn of the century or of their families who were buried here after- 
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ward, but it is readily admitted other pioneers are also buried in 
the Otis cemetery; no slight has been meant to them or their living 
families in not including them in this booklet, Toa considerable 
extent those to be discussed do not have living family in the area, 
and they were chosen for inclusion in this booklet "lest they be 
forgotten," | 


If anyone is seeking a centennial project, it should be noted 
several tombstones of early burials have sunk deeply into the 
ground and could well be dug out, lifted up and placed on some sort 
of foundation against future sinking. Some few other tombstones 
have been badly weathered and could well benefit from being re~ 
engraved, In some cases, there is open question if Spouses or 
children are buried beside their loved ones; it would be nice for 
Someone to verify or disprove it, and where it is so, erect some 
form of marker, To my knowledge and belief, there really are no 
cemetery funds for such efforts, and no one is to be faulted for 
that; it is just one of the things that happen that people 80 and 
more years ago just did: not consider, 


I would direct people to a source of information that time and 
my eyesight did not let me consult deeply. The Colorado State 
Historical Society does have a microfilm copy of. Akron newspapers 
on file in their library in the state museum on lth and Broadway 
in Denver. I did consult them enough to know the Akron papers did 
pay some passing attention to deaths in the Otis area, but the copy 
was so small that it defied reading. The society has asked the 
Js gislature to appropriate funds to purchase a machine which will 
enlarge the microfilm for easier reading, but it has done so for a> 
number of years, and just as routinely the legislature has turned 
the request down. Perhaps someday it will be possible for anyone ~ 
easily to read through those old newspapers, making notes of the 
deaths and burials of people in Otis in the 1890's, and that might 
lead to identifying a number of unmarked graves. The Washington 
County Museum in Akron has the actual Akron newspapers on file from 
1900 on, and they include appreciable Otis area news, but for time 
considerations, I essentially ended my research in 1903. I encourage 
and urge others to continue researching the history of Otis down to 


the present day. 
Roger Hawthorne, August, 1986 
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BERTIE SMITH, son of G. BE. and S. W. Smith, May 7, 1875, aged 3 
years and 9 months. 


Bertie's father was George E. Smith, one of the earliest 
arrivals in the areas he had a pre-emption claim three miles 
east and five miles north of Otis in 1885 and received his pa- 
tent in 1886. At some point before May 1, 1887, he had ac=- 
quired Lot 8 in Block 5 of Original Otis--immediately north of 
today's town well building on Work Avenue. He possibly had a 
flour and feed store at that location; after West Otis' business 
district moved to East Otis relocating along Washington, Smith 
operated a flour and feed business in 1891. Beset by the drought 
of 1893 and 189) and the grasshoppers of 1895, Smith relocated to 
Akron. Around the turn of the century, he moved to St. Francis, 
Kansas, and about 1901 he moved to Yuma at which point he became 
lost to historical research; it is possible he lived out his days 
in Yuma. Given that most early arrivals came from Hastings, Nebraska, 
the best guess is that little Bertie probably died there, and at some 
point when his parents thought they were going to be permanent resi- 
dents here, they had his body moved. (It is just as likely Bertie _ 
died in Iowa, possibly in the Newton area, since many of those early 
Hastings people in turn had relocated there from the Newton area. ) 


RAYMOND ROSS MIDDLECOFF January 11, 1886--September 21, 1888 
ALVA ROBERT MIDDLECOFF October 20, 1889--March 17, 1890 
SYLVIA B. MIDDLECOFF 1859-1923 

HUGH WOODSON L. MIDDLECOFF 1852-1933 


The Middlecoff family located six miles north of Otis in Jamary, 
1888 along with Mrs. Middlecoff's brothers and sister, John M. Ross, 
Eddie Ross, and Rilla Morrison. The death of Raymond Ross Middlecoff 
led James Hervey Stewart to donate the land for the cemetery. The 
pain of that loss was relieved with the birth of another son--and _ 
compounded when he, too, died less than five months after his birth, . 
The Middlecoff family came from Dewitt County, Illinois and were 
very active members of the Otis Presbyterian Church, Anna Etter is 
sister to the two boys. The grave of Raymond Ross Middlecoff is 
the first recorded burial in the Otis cemetery and is located in the 
southeastern corner of the cemetery just over the top of the hill. 
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MARILLA HOOPES October 22, 1823-=December 28, 1889 
SAMUEL Y. HOOPES September 22, 1822--August 25, 1893 


Samuel Y. Hoopes was a veteran of the Mexican War. In May , 
1886 he built a two story drug store on what would become Lot 5 in 
Block 5 of Original Otis, just south of today's town well building 
on the West side of Work, As with all the early town merchants, he 
got caught in the war between West Otis being developed by George 
We Dade and East Otis which was being developed by Erastus Seeley 
and the Lincoln Land Company and eventually relocated to the north-= 
east corner of the intersection of Second and Washington, the corner 
where Lloyd Newbanks has a red building today. Hoopes' second drug » 
store was constructed by early lumberman, Theodore L. Van Artsdalen 
who owned the building in Akron first used as the Washington County 
courthouse. Van Artsdalen had also plastered the drug store, and 
when the plaster collapsed, ruining much of Hoopes! patent medicine 
stock, Hoopes refused to pay Van Artsdalen, and the lumberman hauled 
him into court. Hoopes sent a note to the scheduled trial begging 
for it to be rescheduled because his wife was on the verge of death 
and might die at any hour. Eventually the court made Hoopes pay only 
half what Van Artsdalen claimed, Before her death, both Marilla and 
Samuel speculated in town lots in Otis and owned at least two houses 
which they apparently rented out inasmuch as they lived above the 
drug store. Upon Samuel's death, their son, Arthur, an Akron business-~ 
man, administered their estate. There also was a Susana Hoopes, but 
it is not known if she was a daughter or a daughter-in-law, 


JOHN HAMILTON STEWART March 31, 18)7--August 16, 1889 


When James Hervey Stewart dedicated the cemetery in the fall of 
1888, he had no way to know the following summer he would bury his 
brother in that cemetery, The two brothers pre-empted adjoining 
quarter sections 23 miles southwest of Otis and they and their fami- 
lies shared a sod house built on the property line. They arrived 
in the Otis area in the spring of 1886. After proving up on their 
pre-emptions, they filed homestead claims, Hervey on the quarter 
section where the cemetery is, Hamilton, better known as Hammy, in 
the vicinity of his pre-emption claim. Hammy worked as a carpanter 
in town, helping build almost all the earliest buildings including 
the Congregational Church, the only building from original Otis which 
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still stands in its original form. He was a member of that church 
which was built in November, 1886. He had no well at his homestead 
and had to haul water, at 40 cents a barrel, from town. His widow 
and daughter moved to Denver. in 1890, returning to Otis for a year 
in 1893 where they lived just south of the Congregational Church 

on the corner of 3rd and Dungan, They then returned to Denver, only 
again to return to Otis in 1900 and stayed until 1902 whereupon they 
moved permanently to Denver, Hammy's daughter, Stella, taught at 
the Shook school 5 miles northwest of Otis and in the winter of 
1900-1901 lived on the farm of Rev. Thomas Merrill, another early 
pioneer we shall be meeting. | 


FRED SMITH STEWART Jarmary 10, 1888--September 30, 1889 


Anyone who longs for "the good old days" might well consider 
the number of children's graves in the cemetery. The good old days 
were the days before modern medicine and sanitation, and diseases 
such as smallpox which about this period killed a quarter of the 
population of Cincinnati with hardly a public comment, diphtheria, 
and typhoid ran rampant, and there were no sanitary facilities such 
as a hospital for surgery even if the medical people knew how to 
perform surgery, and many did not. Doctors came in two categories, 
those who had studied medicine for two years and those who had ob- 
tained a full medical degree; about the most either category of 
doctor could do for virtually any patient was prescribe a patent 
medication with so mich alcoholic content it would sell for 100: 
proof if it had been sold as a liquor, 


Scarcely had the Stewart families gotten Hammy buried than - 
little Fred died. His father was the one who had donated the 
cemetery and whose home looked up on the lonely graves on the hill. 
Hervey was a blacksmith and a wagon maker and had his business 
located at the corner of lst and Weld where today's Conoco station 
stands. The Stewart family history records that at least one prairie 
fire did sweep through the cemetery, destroying early wooden crosses. 
In 1893 Hervey Stewart moved his family to Brush; in 1916 they 
moved to Denver where they are buried, Mrs. Stewart dying in 1927, 
Hervey in 1935 when he was 87 years old. It had cost them $200 to 
claim their pre-emption of 160 acres; some years after moving to 
Brush, they sold their homestead where the cemetery is located for 
$50, a graphic illustration of the toll the drought and’ grasshoppers took. 
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ANN HAYES Infant, 1889 
MARY E, HAYES 1861-1926 
WILLIAM L. HAYES 1861-19)3 


On the extreme western edge and beginning in the southern 
corner of Township Two North, Range 50 West, there was a string 
of early pre-emptions which bids close to being one of the most 
romantic spots in the area. That area is four miles south and 
three miles west of Otis and runs two miles north from that 
starting point which was pre-empted by Miss Ida Deacon, a young 
lady out of Indiana and a charter member of the Otis Presbyterian 
Church, To her north, William L. Hayes filed a pre-emption. To 
his north, Mary Anderson filed a pre-emption and shared a sod cabin 
with Beatrice Randolph who filed a pre-emption on the adjoining 
quarter section. To her northeast adjoining her claim was the pre- 
emption claim of her father, the Rev. Allen FitzRandolph. (If it 
Seems as though she had a different last name than her father, be 
assured that she did not: the family was frankly embarrassed by the 
Irish name and went through a period in which they posed as Randolphs 3 
today the family proudly goes by the FitzRandolph name again. ) 


Mary Anderson had met the FitzRandolph family in Ogallala, al-= 
though no one knows how or why they were there; they had started 
in Hastings. She accompanied them by covered wagon to Otis, al- 
though she initially settled in Hyde where she worked at Harrison 
Hayes! hotel--and first met Will Hayes, Harrison Hayes' nephew. 

It may not have been entirely an accident that he located his pre-= 
amption claim just to the south of her claim. Mary Ellen Anderson 
and Will Hayes were married by Rev. FitzRandolph on October 20, 
1887--four months after Mary's soddie-mate, Beatrice FitzRandolph, 
married Ida Deacon's brother, Alfred. Will and Mary's first : 
child, Ann, died the same day she was born, July 25, 1889. As 
Beatrice FitzRandolph left the soddie she shared with Mary, she 
wrote in Mary's album, "Dear Mame--Here we are in our little pre- 
emption home for the last time together, at least for some years 
to come. But I hope sometime we may visit it again." She did not 
get that chance; Beatrice moved to Indiana with her husband and in 
the fall of 1889 died of complications of child-birth; the child 
died, too. 


Will and Mary acquired ownership of the Hastings House, a cafe 
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Mary had owned first in Hyde, later in Otis, in partnership with 
Miss Abigail Hanna, a charter member of the Otis Presbyterian 
Church, Will was working in the cafe during a blizzard in the 
winter of 1887-1888 when a man living east of town left in the 
storm; they found his body that spring 20 miles south of Otis where 
he had drifted with the wind. It is not recorded if he was buried 
in the Otis cemetery, and no marked grave shows his body. 


In the mid-1890's Will and Mary moved to Iowa, then moved to 
Otis in 1895, living that winter at Charlie Shedd's phce while 
he served as teacher/principal at the Otis school. (Male teachers 
at the school carried the title of principal; female teachers were 
known merely as teachers.) We will be meeting Charley Shedd again. 
Will Hayes erected the metal fence around the Dungan-Merrill plot 
inthe cemetery in the late 1890's. In 1898 Will ran a grocery _ 
store he had purchased by John M, Kutch, Dr. Calvin Chapman's gon- 
in-law; we will be meeting Dr. Chapman later, too. The family 
moved to Iowa in 1900 and apparently lived there until 191) when 
they returned to Otis. 


"DEAR LITTLE ALICE" DUNGAN, 1883-1890 
LUCY DUNGAN 18);5-1896 
REV. GEORGE W. DUNGAN-~1838--1935 (7) 


George Dungan fought in the Civil War and was a veteran of the 
bloody Gettysburg battle; in later years he would horrify and shock 
people by lustily singing old war songs which most people thought a 
minister should not even know. Perhaps it was such a quality that 
so endeared him to the children of the area that they wished to grow 
up either to be like Will Jones, the section foreman whom we will 
meet later, or like Rev. Dungan. There is pretty strong evidence 
Rev. Dungan and his brothers were in the Newton, Iowa area in the 
mid-1870's, later relocating to the Norfolk, Nebraska area, Rev. 
Dungan was already in the Otis area in May, 1886 conducting Congrega- 
tional worship services in Otis and in Hyde; later he would also 
organize a Congregational church in the Burdett area and lead wor- 
ship at the Hope school. His brother, Quintin, was an early Otis 
merchant, and his brother, William, took up a farm three miles 
north and two miles east of Otis. 


lucy Dungan was a participant in the infamous raid in 1890 
on the only saloon in Otis; she, Mrs. FitzRandolph, Ellen Seeley who 
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was wife of the developer of East Otis, Ruth FitzRandolph who was 
the Presbyterian minister's daughter, and Mrs. William Hensel 
stormed the saloon, armed with axes, on March 13, 1890. They 
chopped up the place so badly that it was put out of business for 
two months. Shortly after the saloon reopened, in June, 1890 
William Hensel and James Biddlecom stole the saloon's signs; both 
those families lived east of the cemetery. Biddlecom was a barber. 


In 1900, Rev. Dungan who had up until then been living in the 
Congregational parsonage somewhat north of 3rd and Dungan (yes, the 
street was named for him), retired and moved out to "his ranch." 

No country property has been found in his name, and the suspicion 
exists he occupied his brother, William's, property, He later 
became bored with retirement and was seeking a church assignment 
atthe time he disappears from historical research. Itwill be 
noted his tombstone was not completed with his death dates; cemetery 
records suggest he died in 1935, He had one son, Arthur, who was 
also a Congregational minister and another son, Ray, who was studying 
in Pittsburg in 1901, 


His churches survived his retirement about seven years. The 
Burdett Congregationalists later organized as the Burdett. Presby- 
terian Church. The Hyde Congregationalists simpty vanished. The 
Otis Congregationalists sold their church to the Methodists in 1910 
and it was moved to the site of today's Presbyterian church. When 
the Methodists outgrew it, it was moved to the corner where the 
Conoco station now stands and for some years it was used by the 
Otis Lutherans and by a Foursquare Gospel church. In that location, 
it later served as a grocery store. Later still it was moved across 
the highway and served as the kill house for a meat market; still — 
with its original tin roof, this building which will be 100 years 
old in November, 1886 now sefves as a machine storage shed for 
Valley Feed. Rev. Dungan's congregations may not have long survived 
his retirement, but his church building still stands. 


TWO UNMARKED ADULT GRAVES IN THE DUNCAN=-MERRILL PLOT 
A close inspection will show two unmarked adult-sized graves 


to the south of the Dungan graves in the Dungan-Merrill family plot. 
It is possible they are the graves of Quintin and Arabella Dungane 
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Quintin Dungan in the summer of 1886 organized the Otis baseball 
team which challenged teams in surrounding towns and handily defeated 
all of them except Akron's team, He operated a feed and seed store 
both in West Otis and in East Otis and was a real estate partner with 
the original pioneer, George F. Work, A business directory lists 

the last year of operation of his store as 189, and then it becomes 
a problem what next happened to Quintin and Arabella, Arabella was a 
Poage out of Newton, Iowa and Norfolk, Nebraska and died in 1896 in 
Norfolk; however, the same Poage family history says her father died 
the same year in her home in Otis. If Quintin continued to live in 
the area, it is possible those two unmarked graves are his and Ara- 
bella's. It is totally unknown when Quintin died; he was still very 
alive in 1913 at a reunion for the 50th anniversary of the Gettysburg 
battle. 


AN UNMARKED GRAVE JUST SOUTH OF THE DU NGAN=MERRILL PLOT 


The Rev. George Poage was Arabella Dungan's father and aged 
well into his 90's when he died in Otis and was buried in Otis, 
He had served both Congregational and Presbyterian churches during 
his career but was fully retired and in ill health when he came to 
Otis. It is almost impossible for this grave just beyond the 
Dungan-Merrill metal fence not to be his grave. 


FAITH DUNCAN, 1892? 1893? 


Ruth FitzRandolph, saloon buster, married Fred Dungan, son of 
Quintin Dungan, in a wedding presided over by her father, the Rev. 
Allen FitzRandolph, witnessed by her uncle-in-law, the Rev. George 
Dungan. Fred worked with his father in the feedand seed store, 

Ha and Ruth lost their first child, a daughter named Faiths; cemetery 
records suggest they later lost another child of undetermined sex. 
The only place they could possibly be buried is behind the Banks! . 
graves and under some evergreen trees across the road from the 
Georges Dungan plot, In 189) Fred and Ruth moved to Firth, Nebraska - 
and in 1896 moved to Boulder, Colorado where they helped care for 
her father until his death in 1901, Later they settled at Bartles- 
ville, Oklahoma, 


REV. THOMAS MERRILL 1817-1899 
ELIZABETH J. MERRILL 1818-190) 
JESSE J. MERRILL 187-1899 
ALTA ORVIS MERRILL 187-1901 
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Rev. Merrill was a retired Congregational minister and the 
father of Lucy Dungan; he came to this area in the spring of 1887 
and infrequently assisted his son-in-law with worship services, but 
mostly he established a reputation as a sharp horse trader. His 
land was three miles due north of Otis. Jesse was his son, brother 
of Tucy Dungan, It must have been a sharp pain for Elizabeth 
Merrill to outlive her hmsband, her daughter, her granddaughter, 
her son and her daughter-in-law. Reve Dungan probably buried her; 
records of the Colorado Conference of the Congregational Churches 
show him as clerk of tha Otis church as late as 1905, 


JAMES HILL May 27, 1922 


It might seem the rule of commenting on those who died until 
the turn of the century is being violated here, but it is a case. 
of a missing grave marker. Beside James Hill rests the body of 
his son, name unknown, death date unknown. There is no clear indi- 
cation of the boy's grave, but he most certainly is buried here. 


In life the father was known as Jimmy Hill; there is more than 
a poignant touch that in death he is known as James Hill for he was 
a black man. He worked for the Rev. Thomas Merrill and later located 
a couple miles west of Merrill's; Anna Etter says the house he 
built still stands. The Hills also had a daughter and they stayed 
in this area until it became time for the daughter to go to school. 
They felt she should be educated in her own culture and moved to 
where they could be with other black people. When the father died, 
his body was returned here to be beside his son, 


AMANDA R. PRATT January 17, 1819--July 16, 1891 


Her tombstone states, "In memory of my mother." It was erected 
by Noah R. Pratt who filed on the quarter section immediately west 
of Otis. When the West Otis businesses moved over to East Otis, 
Pratt went into partnership with the Hodge brothers, Harvey and 
Levi, in running a stable located on the corner of 2nd and Weld 
where the Presbyterian Church stands today. He ran afoul of the 
1889 and 1890 droughts and tried to save the business by signing it 
over to his wife, Alice. It seems the ploy may have been successful 
because there is no record the property moved out of Pratt's hands 
until the county took it over in the late 1890's for unpaid taxes. 
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That would coincide also with when the Will Hayes family lived in 
Pratt's home to the west of Otis in the late 1890's, delighting in 
some. books the Pratts left behind. It is not known where they 
moved to. 


Incidently, very nearly all town lots passed into the county's 
ownership for unpaid taxes in the 1890's; some town lots still have 
unpaid tax claims dating as far back as 1888, In early years the 
county sold tax certificates to private individuals who would re- 
claim their money plus interest from the property owners, but in 
Some cases those tax certificates ara still out against property. 
Beginning in 1891 the county found it increasingly hard to find 
buyers for tax certificates and by 1892 the county had to swallow 
unpaid taxes: there were no private buyers left. It is a matter of 
a few minutes in the courthouse to check to see if there are unpaid. 
taxes from way back when against your property, and the county com= 
missioners are quite amenable to cancelling ancient tax liabilities, 


THALIA E. MARSH 1825-1892 
HENRY A. MARSH 182-1907 


Research failed to disclose any information about the Marsh's. 


RIDGLEY: CHILDREN OF FRANK AND EFFIE | 
BERNICE RIDGLEY November 28, 1890--March 16, 189) | 
EMMET M. RIDGLEY December 30, 1892--March 15, 189) 

(See the Mitchell entry for further clarification. ) 

Notice that the children died within a day of each other, a 
pretty certain indication they died from disease. Their parents, 
Frank and Effie, homesteaded the northwest quarter of Section 1; 
Township Two North, Range 51 West--33 miles west and 13 miles north 
of Otis. In 1901 the patent was issued on the land to Effie, by 
then Frank's widow; it is a very good question where Frank was 
buried if not in the Otis cemetery beside his children, but it is 
not known when he died. The period in which to prove up on a home-= 
stead was five years, but issuance of the patent could be as much as 
three years after final proof was made. It is not impossible that 
Frank Ridgley died before his children did and his body was sent to 
be buried in a family plot elsewhere. However, during those bad 
years, many men went elsewhere to find work leaving their families 
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to continue living on the family homesteads, and it is possible 
Frank died elsewhere and was buried there because Effie simply 
did not have the money to bring his body home. Neither the tomb- 
stone nor cemetery records indicate either parent is buried with 
the children. . 


Incidently, this location may be the exception which proves 
the rule about the relative location of country and town people 
in the cemetery. There is nothing which links the Ridgley's to 
the town itself. 


THE CHARLES SHEDD GRAVES 
TWIN GIRLS June 1, 189) 
FRANKIE LEE SHEDD October 13, 1895--January 4, 1896 
RENA L. SHEDD 1872-1956 
CHARLES SHEDD 1866-1953 


Charles Shedd, John Patterson's maternal grandfather, came to 
this country in the fall of 1887 and located eight miles southwest 
of Otis, He built a one-room frame house, then spent nearly a year 
working in Hastings to acquire $200 before returning to the Otis 
area, Lacking funds for a barn, he stabled his horses in his house 
and he slept in a loft in the house; the house burned that winter 
and he turned to teaching school to raise money. He and one of his 
pupils, Rena lee, fell in love, but he felt she should be 21 before 
they married; their courtship lasted five years until they married 
on September 25, 1893. In 189) their twin girls were still born’ 
following an accident Rena suffered. In 1895 Charlie, as everyone 
knew him, was the "principal" in the Otis school, and Rena, living 
in town with him, gave birth to Frankie, but the baby died from 
pneumonia. They later had four girls and a boy who did survive. 


There is a great story told about Charlie. A man coming in 
during the late 1920's, a period of intense drought, met Charlie 
and asked him if a person could make a living around here. Charlie 
replied he had been here for 0 years. A few miles on down the 
road, the man suddenly realized Charlie had not said anything about 
making a livingo 


Charlie and Rena were very active members of the Presbyterian 
Church, both joining individually prior to their marrlagé. 
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MERRIBA ROSS 1858-1895 
ELIZABETH JANE ROSS 1827-1913 
EDDIE JACKSON ROSS 1861-1927 
MARY KERBY ROSS 1868-19)3 


The extended Ross family arrived with H. W. L. Middlecoff in 
January, 1888, John M. Ross located 33 miles north of Otis while 
the others located 6 miles north, 


John Me Ross, husband of Merriba, was an early elder of the 
Presbyterian church, a distinction he shared with Samuel Wright, 
the depot agent. Following Merriba's death he moved to Brush and 
shortly thereafter Wright also moved during a period when the church 
was without a pastor or any other elected officers. The church would 
have collapsed except the Presbyterian pastor in Wray, without. any. 
authority to do so, called a congregational meeting to elect new 
elders whom he ordained, John later married again, this time to Ada 
Thombly of Joplin, Missouri. He specialized in Clydesdale horses. 


Elizabeth Jane Ross was John and Eddie's mother and apparently 
was a widow when she came to this country. Her tombstone proclaims 
that she was the wife of Andrew J. Ross. She made her home with 
Eddie. 


Throughout the 1890's Eddie Ross served as treasurer of the 
Presbyterian church and was later elected an elder; from that point 
until his death decades later, he missed communion twice--once while 
he was absent from the community obtaining medical care for one of 
his daughters, the second time as he was dyinge He met his wife in 
the Burdett community where her parents were homesteading; the Kerbys 
were originally from Iowa but came here from Kansas. Eddie and. 

Mary had one son and four daughters. 


There are two other family graves in that section, Sarah 


Marilla Ross, 189-1915, and Helen Ross, Marilla is "Rilla't Morrison, 
sister of Mrs. Middlecoff and John and Eddie Ross;.her Imsband, James 


Morrison, apparently died before she came to Otis. Heleri may have 
been Eddie and Mary Ross! daughter, 


DR. C. C. CHAPMAN March 17, 1839--August 9, 1896 - 
Dr. Calvin C. Chapman arrived in the area in 1888 and originally 
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planned to locate in Yuma where he purchased a home in addition 
to buying a quarter section of land east of Yuma. However, that 
fall of 1888 he and Mary Chapman, possibly a maiden sister, filed 
on adjoining quarter sections south of Otis as pre-emptions, and 
he began a farm loan business. Late in 1889 he purchased a town 
lot on the northeast corner of the intersection of 2nd and Ara- 
pahos where he built a part two-story, part one-story house; 

the one-story portion still stands and now serves as a garage. 

In January, 1890 the James Pruyn family, possibly anticipating 

the impact of the drought of 1889 and the coming drought of 

1890, decided to return to Hastings and sold the First Bank of 
Otis to Dre Chapman although it seems their feed and seed business 
went to other interests. By that time the bank was lecated in 

the area now serving as the parking lot of today's bank. Whether 
in the same or another building is unclear, but in 189h Dr, 
Chapman's son-in-law, John Kutch, opened a grocery in Ctiss Mary 
Chapman served as cashier of the bank, The Chapmans joined the 
Presbyterian church and it was on a hot Sunday afternoon when 

Dr. Chapman quite unexpectedly died leaving behind a pregnant 
widow who later gave birth to his only son who was also named 
Calvin C. Chapman, It took Kutch six years to finish administering 
his father=in-law's estate; Dr. Chapman had invested heavily in 
various properties, especially in town lots in Hyde. Dr. Chapman's 
widow, Lucy, remained in the area for several years Serving in 
various capacities in the Presbyterian church, Cemetery records 
Suggest she is buried beside her husband although no burial date 
is shown, If she is, the grave is totally unmarked. 


The Bank of Otis died with Dr. Chapman who was the community's 
third doctor; after his death, medical care in Otis either was 
provided by Dr. William D. Otis, the community's second doctor 
who had since moved to Fort Morgan and had to come to Otis by 
train if he was summoned by telegraph or by a Brush doctor whose 
services were also obtained by telegraph. 


WILLIAM C, WEBBER August 31, 1898 


The best guess is that William Webber was a son of the 
William Webber's who located east of the cemetery one mile, 
He apparently was a casualty of the Spanish-American War in the 
Philippines, 
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JESSIE JONES February 28, 1899 aged 5 years 


Jessie's husband, Will H. Jones, was section foreman, and they 
lived in the section house just north of the tracks and west of the 
road which leads from Otis to the cemetery. Off and on throughout 
the 1890's Jones served as constable and as justice of the peace 
from 1897 until 1902. In 1901 he remarried taking as his bride, 
Anna M, Wagner of Ctis. In February, 1902 he moved to Denver. 
During his time in Otis, he was very popular with the children who 
aspired to grow up to be like him. | | 


Careful attention will show Jessie is buried with an infant; 
her death very possibly was because of complications of birtho 
TOMMIE, SON OF T. Bo. AND Be A. MITCHELL December 6, 1880-December lh, 

1899, aged 19 = 

The Mitchell family arrived in 1888 and first located 23 miles 
southwest of Otis, later relocating into the Cactus Valley area 9 
miles southwest of Otis. A daughter, Effie, married Frank Ridgley, 
and family history says they moved back to Illinois; Effie Ridgley 
was a sister of Tommie, Tommie had always been in poor health and 
succumbed shortly after his 19th birthday. His family eventually 
moved to Akron, (Incidently the Mitchell family history says Frank 
Ridgley died after his children; at some time after his death, Effie 


married Henry Avery who had a large ranch in the Cactus Valley area 
after the turn of the century. ) 


EMIL O, KLING August 12, 1885--duly 1h, 1900 


This young man almost made it to be 15 years old before he 
died, but nothing is known about him or his family. 


CLARA KNOX 1871-1901 


Clara was going on 31 years old when she died, She was the 
wife of Archie Knox, the depot agent from 1897 until the end of 
March, 1900 when the railroad transferred him to Roggen. Knox 
also served as Otis postmaster in 1898 and 1899, and was succeeded 

by E, C. Thornton whom we will meet before we finish. 


NOTE TO ADD TO "Lest They Be Forgotten" Page 1/ 


The family of Emil Kling lived in Platner. Emil and two other boys were 
herding cattle when lightning struck, killing the three horses, Emil, and possibly 
a second boy with the first name of Arthur, according to Anna Etter. The Klings 
were Presbyterians here. Eventually the family moved to Denver. 
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The depot was a critical element in the townsite feud between 
West and East Otis. Although there was an Otis post office from 
Jamary, 1886 on and a small town was organizing early in 1886, 
there was no depot at Otis and that caused hauling mail out from 
Hyde which had passed through Otis from the west enroute to Hyde, 
and it severely limited any possible growth in the community. 

There was considerable agitation in West Otis, at that time the 
only developed portion of town, for establishment of a depot. The 
railroad did establish a depot in March, 1887; it was a small 8X12 
structure located exactly where the depot always thereafter stood== 
a quarter of a mile from the nearest building in West Otis. If 

the developers of West Otis before had any doubt that the Lincoln 
Land Company was the railroad's town developer, that depot location 
quickly disabused them of their innocence. It was East Otis! depot. 


R. E. Crane was the first depot agent. In 1889 he was succeeded 
by A. J. Young. In 1893 Samuel Wright became depot agent. He was 
succeeded by Knox, and Knox by A. W. Vetter who soon was elected 
secretary of the school board in a bitterly contested election which | 
degenerated into fist fights and resulting in the Otis correspondent 
for the Akron newspaper being fired. 


Almost exactly a year after moving from Otis, Clara Knox died, 
and Archie brought her body back to Otis to be buried, What became 
of Archie is unknown but given his young age, it could probably 
safely be assumed he later married again, | | 


GEORGE W. BROWN April 26, 1858-~February 2, 1901 


George Brown was a Hyde resident. me day his horse kicked him 
on his leg, blood poisoning set in, and he died. For reasons which 
were never explained, he was buried in the Otis cemetery rather than 
the Hyde cemetery, ; : 


NATHAN R, HATCH Co. F, 40th Wisconsin Infantry 
ALTHEA M. HATCH 188-1926 


The Hatch family lived in Arapahoe County--which at the time 
was anything south of the Base Line 10 miles south of Otis. On 
March 31, 1891 Rev. Allen FitzRandolph escorted Oliver P. Smith, who 
was located south of Otis,down to the Hatch home to unite him in 
marriage to Minnie Hatch; in 1896 Smith served as Otis postmaster. 
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Later the Smiths moved to Fort Morgan, and Oliver Smith and Dr. 
William D. Otis frequently travelled together returning to this 
area to check on their ranches. When Otis began reviving around 
1910, Nathan Hatch played a reasonably prominent role in the re= 
building, but that was beyond the period of intensive research, 
so his precise involvement cannot be stated. 


For those who may not otherwise recognize it, Hatch was a Civil 
War veteran, His death date is unknown. 


ELLERY ©, THORNTON Co. C, 7th Illinois Cavalry 


Thornton is another Civil War veteran. He filed a claim about 
two miles north and one mile west of Otis, perhaps in 1887. He 
was scheduled to be named postmaster in 1900 but it is not know 
if that happened. It was about that time he had some sort of argu- 
ment with someone in town and vowed the next time he would go to 
town would be when they took him over the tracks to bury him; for 
some 20 years he stayed home, 


Then one day they took him over the tracks to bury him. His 
wife is buried beside him. Just beyoNd the head of his grave back 
under the tree is the resting place of little Faith Dungan. 


ELIZABETH WHITEHURST February 5, 185h--duly 23, 1897 
WILLIAM WHITEHURST 185)--1938 


The first representatives of a rather extensive family arrived 
in 1886 from Hastings; they consisted of the James Whitehurst and 
Thomas Barnett family. The next year five more families, all re- 
lated, arrived: the Lindsey Parrish family, the William Whitehurst 
family, the Richard Wetzbarger's, the Sydney Joynt's, and the Joe 
Barnett's. This brood filed on adjoining quarter sections ranging 
from two to three miles north of Otis and two to three miles west, 
Eventually most of them moved away, but it should be noted that 
Richard Wetzbarger ran a blacksmith shop in Otis in 1895 and 1896. 
He and his family moved to Brush, the James Whitehurst's moved to 
Labo, Kansas, the Parrish's moved to Weldona, the Sydney Joynt's 
returned to Hastings, and the two Barnett families moved to Illinois 
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) And that left the Whitehurst's who also moved=-to Otis when 
they had proved up on their homestead claim, a process which would 
have been complete in 1895, Where they lived at that time is not 
known; later William Whitehurst would acquire the home of Dr. C. Co 
Chapman and live there for a number of years, Ronald Haverland is 
in possession of a picture of the house at that time and the picture 
likely depicts William Whitehurst, his daughter, and his grandchild. 
The house itself is well shown in both a 1920 and a 192) photo of 
Otis, both displayed in the town hall. | 


When John Kutch, Dr. Chapman's son-in-law, first sold his gro- 
cery, Will Hayes acquired it and operated it for two years, according 
to business records of the time. Later Fay Hutchinson who had worked 
for years tending the railroad's water pump ran the grocery for the 
one year of 1900. In 1901 William Whitehurst first appears as the 
owner of a general merchandise and coal operation located on the 
west side of Washington just north of 2nd; Whitehurst was also post~ 
master that year. In 1899 Whitehurst had been the Otis precinct 
constable; from 1902 on, Whitehurst for a number of years served as 
justice of the peace in Otis. Those public positions in those early 
years around the turn of the century may not have been overly strem-~ 
ous: the population was estimated at 50, 


In later years Whitehurst was consulted by the Otis newspaper 
frequently when pioneers died, and obituaries read more like his-= 
tories than like obituaries. It is regretable he did not write his 
memories down: except for the first two years, he was resident in the 
area throughout its early history, and his contributions to the 
obituaries of early pioneers shows that he had made diligent inquiry 
about events and people prior to his coming. A great service some | 
individual or organization could make for the history of Otis and the 
area is to assemble those obituaries out of the early Otis newspapers | 
which are on file in the Akron newspaper office from 1926 on. No Otis 
newspaper earlier than that seems to exist, although two newspapers 
were published in Otis in the late 1880's and early 1890's and the 
last newspaper was published continuously from about 1912 until its 
recent demise. Something approximating obituaries will also appear 
in the Akron newspaper from 1889 until existing copies of the Otis 
newspaper take over in 1926, 
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JOHN W. FACKRELL 190) 
GEORGE T. FACKRELL 1863--1906 
MABEL FACKRELL 1881-~1967 


Mabel was William Whitehurst's daughter. The extended family 
which consisted of 7 nuclear families located north of Otis were 
all Methodists. The Methodists were organized in a congregation in 
1890 following the demise of an attempted Episcopalian church, but 
they never built a church; instead they worshipped in the school 
which was built in 1889 and located on the block between 5th and 
6th fronting on the east side of the Sterling highway. Their pastor 
lived in Akron and also conducted services in Hyde; for a good many 
years the Methodist pastor was the Rev. James Rippetoe who ran afoul 
of the law for shooting range cattle, but he’ was exonerated in court 
because he had been defending himself against the vicious long-horned 
steers he had shot as he was trying to get from Akron to Otis for 
services. The last reference to the Methodist church is 1893, and 
after the turn of the century Mabel joined the Presbyterian church, 
transferring back to the Methodists in 1910 and returning to the 
Presbyterian church when that Methodist church was sold to the Pres-= 
byterians in 1929, 


Mabel Whitehurst married George T. Fackrell in her father's 
home sometime around the first of March, 1903. The next year they 
lost their baby, John, who had been born in a gold mining camp either 
at Cripple Creek or Altman, Colorado. Fackrell worked as a dray man 
around Otis and also drilled wells; he was killed when his taam of 
horses ran away one week after his daughter was born, 


AFTERWORD: "UNTIL THEY TAKE US ACROSS THE TRACKS" 


The television series "Roots" resulted in an outpouring of 
genealogical interest. Even so, consider that every person has 
two parents, four grandparents, eight great-grandparents, and six= 
teen great-great grandparents, etc. Most people would be hard- 
pressed to name their eight great-grandparents, much less know any= 
thing significant about each of the sight. More commonly, we may 
know one or two lines; in my own case, I know my father's line via 
the family name--but nothing about the maternal lines, i.e. the 
women married to various Hawthorne men, and on my mother's side, I 
know one line back to 1620--but that is one line which became two 
lines in my grandmother's generation, four lines in my great-grand= 
mother's generation, etc. In other words, saying who our ancestors 
were is a highly selective process, ignoring scores and even hundreds 
of people, all of whom contributed to our individual existenceSe 


Some book publishing companies are enjoying high profits selling 
communities around the nation "histories" which in fact have precious . 
little history in them and a lot of family genealogy--and that selected 
by the family itself, i.e. one or two of multiple lines. Theoretically 
such a publication would stumble on to the history of a commnity-- 
except for a major problem: it assumes everyone now living in that 
community originated in that community and that nobody ever moved 
away. If that was the case, then these so-called histories would give 
the history of a commnity, but there is no commnity in the world 
where those assumptions hold true. At very best, such "histories" 
ara creating today the research materials a historian 25-50 years 
from now will consult as part of his or her research, but they say 
precious, precious little about a community's history. 


History is concerned with the people who were here when, even af 
they do not have living family in the area, people such as the threes 
Dungan brothers who played such a pfominent role in the social, econo- 
mic and spiritual history of the community or the almost totally un- 
known original pioneer, George F. Work. 


The genealogical approach to history deprives us of knowing those 
whose families no longer live here or whose family lines perished with 
them. Then one day we walk through a cemetery and see somebody's 
headstone and wonder who that person was, and when he or she came 
here, and what did he or she do, and we do not know and we have no way 
to find out, such as Henry and Thalia Marsh, or young Fmil Kling. 
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But there is another dimension to it, too. We are born, we go 
to school, we marry, we have children, we work at various occupa- 
tions, and then someday someone comes to "take us across the tracks," 
Fllery Thornton's candid recognition that whether one lives south 
or north of the tracks, the funeral will be conducted in a church 
north of the tracks, then the body is taken "across the tracks" out 
to the cemetery. And then someday--and it need not be all that far 
in the future--somebody walks through the cemetery and sees an old 
headstone with your name on it and wonders who that was and where 
did you come from and what did you do and what role did you play in 
the commnity and the area, and after pausing for a second, he keeps 
on walking, never knowing nor able to know--unless there is a history 
for him to consult. : 


Every person whose body rests in the cemetery was a living human 
being with hopes, dreams and aspirations, with pains, frustrations and 
disappointments--and some of them no longer have families around to 
give any hint about their God-given uniqueness, but there rests Hammy 
Stewart, carpenter, who volunteered his labor in building his own 
Congregational church, then went over and helped the Presbyterians 
put the roof on their church--and thereby instituted a cooperativeness 
among denominations which ever since has characterized this. community, 
What he and several others started still lives in this community. 

It did not just happen; it does not happen in every community-~strain 
as you will reading through every "history't produced about Yuma and 
see if you discover the remotest hint that in December, 1886 19 of 

the leading Yuma businessmen were arrested by U. S. marshals for 
burning down the home of a Catholic priest in an attempt to chase him 
out of the area, In Otis the Congregationalists helped the Presby~ 
terians build their building, and for an appreciable time the Tutherans 
buried their dead and even celebrated their church anniversary in the 
Presbyterian building and worshipped in the old Congregational building 
Then go to the cemetery to see why that came to pass--as you look upon 
the headstone of Hammy Stewart or the headstone of Rev. George Dungan, 
the Congregationalist pastor whose nephew married the Presbyterian 
pastor's daughter, and both pastors together buried in the one case a 
granddaughter and in the other case a grandniece in a grave which is 
not only not marked but completely hidden under a tree, 


And that is history, and because we have the history we do, we 
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have the commnity we do todaye 


This little booklet hopes to add to the historical knowledge of 
our comminity.e It is so designed that it can easily be added to, or 
a page removed for a new page with additional or more correct infor- 
mation as such information becomes known. 


And maybe someday when they take us across the tracks, they will 
add another page--last we be forgotten. 
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